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Questions to Ask

ÅIs there contamination?

ÅIf so, what is it and how much?

ÅDoes the site require environmental cleanup?

ÅGrowing in-ground or above ground?

ÅWho will work in the garden (adults, kids, ADA)?

ÅWhat are the general soil conditions?

ÅWhat crops will be grown?



Growing In-Ground vs Above 
Ground

Decision-making drivers

Å Liability

Å Comfort level of gardeners re. residual 
contamination

Å Soil conditions

Å Accessibility

Å Cost

Å Space



Contaminants:
Former  Residential Lots

ÅAsbestos from insulation

ÅLead from use of lead based 
paint

ÅMetals from coal ashes

Å PAHs (polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons) from incomplete 

burning of coal and other 

organic materials, low solubility, 

persistent in soil and water, 

adsorbed by organic matter

Å PCBs from leaking transformers

Å Pesticides (DDT/DDE, 

chlordane, arsenic)


