


BEYOND BLADES OF GRASS 



Land Leasing Program



What We Do
Mahoning County (OH) Land Bank is unlocking the potential for 
community revitalization by acquiring land strategically, restoring 
marketable title to vacant, abandoned parcels, engaging citizens 
in the use and care of abandoned properties, and enhancing 
neighborhood stability through renovation, demolition and 
greening activities.



What We Do
Mahoning County Land Bank primarily sells parcels to adjoining owners for yard expansions, 
business development and institutional use. 

A pilot program from 2014 to 2016 made it possible for interested parties to lease lots when 
they did not qualify as Side Lot applicants. Leasing is now being used strategically to enable 
projects and special opportunities that fall beyond our existing programs.



Lease Agreements
Owner still has control, but also ultimate responsibility

Relationships matter!

Lessee must comply with local zoning codes

Cut grass

Remove debris

Clear walkways

Low cost way to engage residents in neighborhood beautification

Not limited in Mahoning County to undevelopable lots



Adopt A Lot/Lease Programs
Kansas City, Mo: 

http://www.kcmolandbank.org/adopt - lease -program.html

Cleveland: 

http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/sites/default/files/forms_

publications/LandBankArgricultureGardenApplication_0.pdf

http://www.kcmolandbank.org/adopt-lease-program.html
http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/sites/default/files/forms_publications/LandBankArgricultureGardenApplication_0.pdf


Mow to Own Programs
Sandusky, OH: 
http://www.ci.sandusky.oh.us/documents/MowToOwnprogramapplication
andpolicy.pdf

Columbus, OH:
https://www.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Columbus/Departments/Devel
opment/Land_Redevelopment/Mow%20to%20Own%20Addendum.pdf

Springfield, OH: https://springfieldohio.gov/wp -
content/uploads/2017/02/2017 -Mow - to -Own -Application.pdf

Memphis, TN: 
http://tn211.mycommunitypt.com/index.php/component/cpx/?task=reso
urce.view&id=1712573

Rockford, IL: https://rockfordil.gov/wp -content/uploads/2017/07/Mow -
to -Own -Application -6.2.2017.pdf

St. Louis, MO: https://www.stlouis -
mo.gov/government/departments/sldc/documents/mow - to -own -
applicaton.cfm

http://www.ci.sandusky.oh.us/documents/MowToOwnprogramapplicationandpolicy.pdf
https://www.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Columbus/Departments/Development/Land_Redevelopment/Mow to Own Addendum.pdf
https://springfieldohio.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017-Mow-to-Own-Application.pdf
http://tn211.mycommunitypt.com/index.php/component/cpx/?task=resource.view&id=1712573
https://rockfordil.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Mow-to-Own-Application-6.2.2017.pdf
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/sldc/documents/mow-to-own-applicaton.cfm


Benefits of Leases
Neighborhood beautification

YNDC Youth Greening Grants

Gardening/farming projects

Residents in tax-credit housing or land contracts that are nearing completion



Lady Buggs Farm
Sophia Buggs of Youngstown grows flowers, herbs and food on nine adjacent parcels of land behind the 
house she inherited from her grandmother.



Lady Buggs Farm
{ƻǇƘƛŀ ǎŜƭƭǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ŦŀǊƳ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Look for Lady Buggs Farm on Facebook.



A Great Idea Takes Flight
Know Your Neighbor Block Watch installed a butterfly habitat on a pair of vacant lots on the North Side in 2016. Neighbors 
pitched in to clear the site of tires, tree limbs and garbage on a Saturday morning.


