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1. Speaker Introductions

2. Participant Expectations/Learning Objectives

3. Chicago Region Context

4. Woodlawn Corridor Development Initiative

5. Environmental Racism in Southeast Chicago

6. Forest Preserves Land Acquisition Plan

7. Q & A
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Learning Objectives

1. Identify community engagement strategies to increase 
community voice and ownership in project prioritization 
and decision-making.

2. Learn how effective partnerships between public land 
owners, nonprofits, and local partners can be created and 
leveraged to increase equity.

3. Understand how public health and racial equity data can 
be integrated into land use prioritization decisions.



Chicago Region Context

Development

Disinvestment

Displacement

Curbed Chicago



Chicago Region Context

Environmental Justice

Public Participation

Racial Equity

Chicago United for Equity

Metropolitan Planning Council

Cook County



Chicago Region Context

New Mayoral 
Administration

ǒ Equity
ǒ Diversity & Inclusion
ǒ Transparency
ǒ Accountability
ǒ Transformation

Chicago Sun-Times
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Corridor Development Initiative

A series of interactive, 

public workshops 

designed to plan 

proactively in the 

context of market 

realities. 
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Why the CDI process

Present and Defend Proactive engagement and planning
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Selecting a Site

ÅSite selection criteria

ÅGuiding principles

ÅCDI partners
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Å Invited to conduct process for 
Cook County Land Bank 
Authority

Å 63rd & Cottage Grove is a 
gateway for Woodlawn 
community

Å Transit rich; strong access to 
the Loop and job centers

Å Significant public and private 
investments ïChoice 
Neighborhoods Initiative, 
CTA station upgrade, Jewel 
grocery store

Case Study: Washington Park Bank Building
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Woodlawn Neighborhood Snapshot

Demographics:

Å Population: 24,150
ïBlack: 85%

ïWhite: 8%

ïOther: 7%

Å Population change 2000-10: -12.4%

ÅMedian household income: $23,986

Å Proportion of owner occupied housing: 21%

Community development context:

Å High vacancy along major commercial corridors

Å Incoming Obama Presidential Library ~1 mile away

Å New mixed-use affordable & commercial development across from CDI site
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Engaging local leaders

Woodlawn CDI Advisory Committee

Å 1Woodlawn Quadrant Leaders 

ÅBlacks in Green 

ÅChicago Public Library 

ÅCook County Land Bank 

ÅChicago Park District 

ÅHarris Park Advisory Council 

ÅWest Woodlawn Coalition 

ÅWoodlawn Chamber of Commerce 

ÅWoodlawn Neighbors Association 

ÅWoodlawn Summit
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CDI Process

ÅMeeting #1: Setting the stage

ïGroup discussions on community needs and goals

ÅMeeting #2: Block exercise

ïCreation of hypothetical development scenarios

ÅMeeting #3: Voting & Developer forum

ïDiscuss development scenarios w/ experts

ïVote on viable development scenarios 
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Meeting 1: Setting the Stage


